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In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicant hereby 
notifies the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the documents which are listed on the attached 
PTO/SB/08 A & B (modified) form and/or listed herein and which the Examiner may deem 
material to patentability of the claims of the above-identified application. 
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Alumina Gels Under Ambient Pressure — Effects of Starting Solution Composition 
and Seeding", Journal of Sol-Gel Science and Technology, Vol. 20, 2001, pp. 275- 
285. 

2. Y. TAKEDA et al., "Crystallization Behavior of Alumina Gels Prepared by Sol-Gel 
Method Using Nitric Acid as a Catalyst", Journal of the Ceramic Society of Japan, 
Vol. 110, No. 11, 2002, pp. 1025-1028. 

3. WO 0069790 published November 23, 2000, to Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft Zur 
Foerderung Der Angewandten Forschung E.V., with English Abstract. 
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WO 02/08124 published January 31 , 2002, to Institut Fur Neue Materialien Gem. 
GMBH, with English Abstract. 
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5. H. MA et al., "Synthesis and Processing of Nano-a-Al203 Powders", Key 
Engineering Materials, Vol. 206-213, XP008025131, September 9, 2001, pp. 43-46. 

6. A. PIERRE et al., "Gelation of Aluminum Hydroxide Sols", J. Am. Ceram. Soc, Vol. 
70, No. 1, 1987, pp. 28-32. 
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8. Ph. Colomban, "Structure of oxide gels and glasses by infrared and Raman 
scattering", Journal of Materials Science, Vol. 24, 1989, pp. 3002-3010. 

One copy of each of the listed documents is submitted herewith. 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed: (1) No later than three 
months from the application's filing date; (2) Before the mailing date of the first Office Action 
on the merits (whichever is later); or (3) Before the mailing date of the first Office Action after 
filing a request for continued examination (RCE) under §1.114, and therefore, no Statement 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e) or fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .17(p) is required. 

In compliance with the concise explanation requirement under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(a)(3) for 
foreign language documents, Applicant encloses herewith a copy of a Communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart application citing such documents, together with an 
English-language version (if not already included) of at least that portion of the Communication 
indicating the degree of relevance found by the foreign patent office. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such 
document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicant does not 
waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any 
listed document as a competent reference against the claims of the present application. 
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The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. A duplicate copy of this paper is attached. 
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